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“If you want to conquer evil, get to the bottom of it” 
(Adolph Kolping) 

Dear friends of Kolping throughout the world! 
Joy and concerns have left their mark on the year 2009 which is drawing to a close. 

Twenty years ago, the citizens of Central and Eastern Europe were able to gain their 
freedom from Communism, for the most part by peaceful revolutions. In Europe, walls 
and fences as a means of terror are largely a thing of the past! Many people still feel 
the hard way towards democracy, which is nurtured by the freedom and the readiness 
of the citizens, to take on responsibility. 

Moreover, the global financial crisis has lead many people on other continents on 
the verge of their subsistence. Even if the governments of the rich countries try to lessen 
the effects of the crisis on their population with an incredibly high financial effort, the 
poor were hardest hit by actions which were not justifiable on an ethical basis. 

In the past year, many Kolping sisters and Kolping brothers were able to experience 
directly that the worldwide intertwining of the economy and the globalization of the financial markets linked to it not only bring 
advantages. The temptation of separating capital and money from work, in order to bring about wealth by speculation, has been 
paid by the direct impoverishment of many and the encumbrance of generations which follow us. Greed and pride – two of the 
harshest sins – led people to sheer off of their life’s goal to be able to lead a decent life. More and more people doubt that our 
world is a just place, if the wealth of a few people is built on the poverty of the many! Neither Communism nor Liberalism turns 
the earth into a paradise for everyone! The entrance into paradises is limited to only a few people Bernhard Burger and the isola-
tion of many from the riches of our earth continues unchecked!

An intensive global discussion also developed on the basics of human cohabitation. According to the words of Blessed Adolph 
Kolping: “If you want to conquer evil, get to the bottom of it” we find ourselves in a process of clarifying economic, political and 
ethic basics of our common good. Especially in this day and age when the usual thought patterns fail, we as Catholics may refer to 
the basics of our Social Doctrine with great confidence. Subsidiarity and solidarity as basic principles of a Christian way of think-
ing – derived from the Christian Image of Man – present themselves as a “Third Way”, i.e. as a way out of the crisis. This does 
neither absolutize a centralist control, nor the free flow of the market forces in all of life’s dimensions. Each person shall and has 
the obligation to care for himself as far as possible. This is especially true in the world of work and the family. Solidarity is only 
required, where it cannot be realized by the individual. Only then will higher instances intervene in a consulting and promoting 
way. As a Catholic Social Movement Kolping also demands the increased implementation of these principles in overcoming the 
crisis! 

The year 2009 was able to distinguish itself as a year of Catholic Social Doctrine. By the publication of his Third Encyclical 
“Caritas in Veritate”, the Holy Father made a contribution to the societal discourse throughout the world, which deals with 
people, markets and morale. 

Pope Benedict XVI tries to recall the philosophical and theological foundation of a just development of the entire human race 
by making clear references to the previous Social Teaching of the Catholic Church. Man has to be constantly reminded of who 
the Creation was about! 

(Continued on page 8)

C hristmas Letter by the General Praeses
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Mission Statement:
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Los Angeles Kolping Family, 1225 S. Union Ave., 
Los Angeles, CA, 90015-2021,  
213-388-9438

New York Kolping Family, 165 E. 88th St.,  
New York, NY 10128-2241, 212-369-6647

Philadelphia Kolping Family, PO BOX 52651., 
Philadelphia, PA, 19115, 215-676-8977

Rochester, New York Kolping Family, 284 Malden 
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Saint Louis, Missouri, 4035 Keokuk St., Saint 
Louis, MO, 63116-3513, 314-776-5312

San Francisco Kolping Family, 440 Taraval Street, 
San Francisco, CA, 94116-2530,  
415-661-8305

For more information about the Catholic Kolping 
Society of America, becoming a member, or establishing 
a Kolping family in your parish or community, please 
contact the Catholic Kolping Society of America, 
P. O. Box 4907, Clifton, NJ, 07015-4907, Telephone: 
1-877-659-7237, e-mail: PATFARKAS@optonline.net. 

Please visit the Catholic Kolping Society of  
America internet website at: 

www.kolping.org.

My Kolping Sisters and Brothers,
The Kolping Officers and Trustees met the weekend 

of October 23-25, 2009 in Cincinnati. This is the first 
face to face meeting we have had since the convention in 
Philadelphia. We have been using teleconference meet-

ings to conserve on travel expenses.
A couple of prudent decisions were made at the meeting. Since few articles 

are being submitted by Kolping families for insertion into the Banner, the 
National Board decided to distribute the Banner on a bimonthly basis begin-
ning immediately. Your next Banner will be the February issue. This decision 
saves about $1300 per month when the Banner is not published.

The other decision was to discontinue the Father Krewitt Scholarship 
essay contest due to lack of participation. Last year there were only seven 
essays submitted. This may be something that could be reinstated in the 
future. We ask for your understanding.

On a lighter note, I hope that this issue of the Banner finds you in the 
spirit of Christmas. Please remember what the Christmas season is all about, 
and pass that on to the next generation. Commercialization continues to 
distort the true meaning of Christ’s birthday.

On behalf of the Officers and Trustees, I extend a Blessed Christmas wish 
to all and a Happy and Holy New Year.

Walter Amrein

From the President’s Desk . . .

Merry Christmas
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Please Remember To Pray For 
All Our Dear Departed Members Who 

Have Gone To Their Eternal Rest
Brooklyn 

Wolfgang Zeising

Buffalo 
Msgr. Paul Letourneau

Cincinnati 
Rita Vosseberg

Holy Trinity 
Msgr. John E. Morris

Los Angeles 
Gil DeLeon

New York 
Mae Purcell 

Gerhard Reslmaier

San Francisco 
Hermine Tittiger
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A n o t h e r 
year has come 
and gone. How 
quickly the years 
pass! December is 
a time of celebra-
tion. We celebrate 

the Birth of Our Lord, Jesus Christ. 
How often we get wrapped up in the 
commercial activities of the holiday and 
forget what Christmas is all about. We 
should use the remaining time in this 
Advent season to prepare spiritually for 
Jesus’ coming.

Our annual raffle will conclude this 
month. The winners will be listed in 
our next Banner. The next raffle will 
most likely be held in the Fall of 2010. 
I thank everyone who participated in 
the 2009 raffle. Your support is great-
ly appreciated for the running of the 
National Office.

On September 3-6, 2010 the 
Cincinnati Kolping Family will be host-
ing our next convention. Please mark 

The National Administrator Writes . . .
your calendars for these dates and plan 
to be part of the convention festivi-
ties. We look forward to seeing you all 
there.

Published in this Banner is a let-
ter from Hubert Tintelott of Kolping 
International acknowledging receipt of 
the proceeds from our Lenten Project in 
the amount of $10,280. We are looking 
forward to progress reports from Mr. 
Tintelott in the future. The National 
Officers have chosen our next Lenten 
Project to be for the restoration of the 
Minorite Church in Cologne and the Fr. 
Kolping Birthplace, now the Kolping 
Museum, in Kerpen. We will be asking 
our members to make a special sacrifice 
this Lent to put aside $1.00 a day for 
the forty days of Lent. Remember to 
give as God has given to you. So those 
of you who can afford more, please do 
so to help offset those who may not be 
as fortunate.

Although very much in the future, 
please keep in mind that there will be 

In 1996, at 
our Convention 
in Chicago, Fr. 
Michel asked if 

someone would be willing to take 
the National position since he was 
feeling the pressure of a busy parish. 
At that time my schedule allowed 
me to take his place. It is now thir-
teen years later and I find myself in 
his position. At the last two con-
ventions I asked for a replacement 
but there were no takers. So, I find 
myself in a very difficult position. 
At the next Convention I would like 
to step down from this position and 
I ask your help in finding a replace-
ment. I can no longer simply ask. 
My work and my health are pressur-
ing me to make this decision.

As a hospital chaplain I no lon-
ger have the freedom to determine 
my own schedule. I have a contract 

that says I will be there at certain 
times. At the next Convention, even 
though it is in Cincinnati, I am 
going to be struggling to find some 
time when I can join you during that 
weekend. Even then I am expected 
to be at the hospital at times.

I do not believe in carrying a title 
if I cannot do the job. And I believe 
Kolping in the U.S. is in a critical 
time for various reasons. I have 
enjoyed my time in the national lead-
ership even though these are difficult 
times. Both for personal reasons and 
for the good of the national orga-
nization I would like to see some 
new blood and new energy. The 
National Praeses can also be Praeses 
of a local Kolping Family or he can 
simply be National Praeses. Perhaps 
this is an early report which we 
usually prepare for the Convention. 
Because of tight budgets we have cut 

A Praeses Proclaims . . .
By Fr. Bruno Kremp, OFM, National Praeses and 

Praeses of the Cincinnati Kolping Family

many functions. We cannot survive 
for long by simply holding on to the 
status quo.

Because of distances and cost 
of travel, even the officers on the 
national level have little opportunity 
to get to know each other and spend 
time in planning or even in handling 
the business of Kolping. Lately we 
have met once or twice between 
Conventions. Telephone conference 
calls can only go so far. Computer 
e-mails are a poor substitute for 
spending time together in discussing 
and planning our future.

We are becoming more isolated 
in our local families and are losing 
the initiative for connecting on the 
national level.

I present these throughts in the 
hope of stimulating some discussion 
before we come to the convention. 
As for myself, I will never lose my 
interest in Kolping, but as I come 
to my 73rd birthday I know I must 
make some changes and this is one 
of them. It is based on my own per-
sonal needs and I hope it is also for 
the good of Kolping in the U.S.

a pilgrimage to Rome planned from 
October 26-29, 2011, on the occasion 
of the 20 year anniversary of Adolph 
Kolping’s beatification. We will be pub-
lishing more on that event in future 
Banners.

Finally, I would like to thank the 
following branch reporters and mem-
bers for sending me articles for the 
Banner during the year. I encourage 
all branches to appoint a member who 
can periodically send me articles on the 
events of your society.

Thekla Abels
Bill Conte

Carol Ideler
Jack McGee
John Reitter
Marie Steiner

Ted Tegenkamp
Doris Wilke

On behalf of my family and myself, 
I wish each of you a blessed and joyous 
Christmas and a healthy and happy 
New Year.� Patricia Farkas
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May the peace of 
Christ Jesus 

fill your hearts this 
Christmas 

and bring happiness 
to you in 2010

from the 
Cincinnati Kolping Family

May the peace of 
Christ Jesus 

fill your hearts this 
Christmas 

and bring happiness 
to you in 2010

from the 
Cincinnati Kolping Family

Catholic Kolping Society of New York
Kolping House - 88 St. • Kolping-On-Hudson 

Kolping-On-Concourse

Catholic Kolping 
Society of 
New York

Praeses����  Rev. Richard J. Bretone

President�������������       Katrina Dengler

Vice President �����   Robert Hemsing

Let the children 
gather ’round and 

quietly remind us . . .

. . . of all the simple 
joys of Christmas.



May the Peace 
of Christmas 

remain with you 
throughout the 
coming year.

Holy Trinity 
Kolping Family

Passaic, NJ
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Sweatshirts
Kolping sweatshirts are still available. They are gray and have the 
Kolping logo on the left shoulder. There are three sizes, Large, Extra 
Large and Extra, Extra Large. The cost is $20 plus mailing for the 
L and XL, $25 plus mailing for the XXL. If you would like one of 
these sweatshirts, please fill out the form below. Thank you for your 
support.

NAME��������������������������������������������������������

ADDRESS������������������������������������������������������  

�����������������������������������������������������

PHONE NUMBER���������������������������������������������

E-MAIL�������������������������������������������������������

Please forward to: 
Catholic Kolping Society of America 

1223 VanHouten Avenue 
Clifton, New Jersey 07013 

Patricia Farkas: 973-458-0097 
E-mail: patfarkas@optonline.net

Merry Christmas 
and 

A Happy and 
Healthy New Year!

Claremont, CA 
Kolping Family

National Endowment Fund
The National Endowment Fund received the following contributions for 

the month of September 15, 2009 to November 15, 2009.

In memory of Wolfgang Zeising, deceased Brooklyn Kolping member 
	� Brooklyn Kolping Society
In memory of Msgr. Paul Letourneau, deceased Praeses of the Buffalo 
Kolping Society 
	� Buffalo Kolping Society
In memory of Rita Vosseberg, deceased member of the Cincinnati 
Kolping Society 
	� Helene Schrand, Cincinnati Kolping 

Julie Kessler, Detroit Kolping
In memory of Msgr. John E. Morris, deceased member of the Holy 
Trinity Kolping Society 
	� Holy Trinity Kolping Society
In memory of Hermine Tittiger, deceased member of the San Francisco 
Kolping Society 
	� Chuck & Arline Elliott
In memory of Mien Sommers 
	� James & Kim Kackley

Kolping Society National Endowment Fund 
c/o Lisa Brinkmann 
311 Greene Street 

Mill Valley, CA 94941-4132
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Best Wishes for
A Joyful Christmas

and
Happy New Year!

Catholic Kolping Society of Philadelphia
1285 Southampton Road, Philadelphia, PA 19116

To Our Brothers and Sisters

in Kolping

A Blessed and Joyful 

Christmas

and a

Happy New Year

Kolping San Francisco
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To All Our
Kolping Brother and Sisters

A Merry Christmas
and a

Happy New Year
from the

Detroit Kolping Family



In a few days time we will cel-
ebrate Christmas once again. God puts 
the human being into the centre of 
his work! He himself becomes a man 
in Jesus Christ! And it was not by 
coincident that He was also born into 
the poorest of structures. At Christmas 
the Christian Social Doctrine starts in 
Bethlehem. However, God finds his 
place only among people who are will-
ing to make room for him in their think-
ing and whose lives bear testimony to 
the existence of a living God. 

Christmas reminds us that the human 
being needs subsidiarity, i.e., God puts 
the trust in us that we can make some-
thing of our lives. The gift of the free 
will – which is exclusively given to the 
human being – is the basis of a divine 
order. But also over 2,000 years ago 
the solidarity of many was required to 
prevent the life of the divine child from 
failing right from the beginning. 

Solidarity, subsidiarity and justice 
must be the guiding principle of an 
order which puts us, the people in the 

Christmas Message 
(Continued from page 1)

centre! At Christmas we are reminded of 
the fact that there can only be a decent 
society, if the humanization which our 
Catholic Social Doctrine demands, is 
being realized in all of the dimensions 
of our cohabitation. All levels of the 
International Kolping Society collabo-
rate in achieving this goal and they do 
so to the best of their ability! Is there 
something more humane than a God 
who becomes a man and this does not 
happen once, but on each day of our 
lives!? 

Dear friends of Kolping throughout 
the world, from Cologne I convey to you 
my Christmas greetings which in this 
present time especially unite our commu-
nity. I do so also on behalf of all the co-
workers of the General Secretariat. May 
God’s Blessing – upon the intercession 
of Blessed Adolph Kolping – make the 
forces free in us which God’s Holy Spirit 
can make use of. Only the spirit of God 
can really renew the face of the earth! 

I wish you all a Merry Christmas and 
a blessed year 2010! 
Yours,
Msgr. Axel Werner General Praeses 

Merry Christmas
and

A Happy, Healthy New Year
to all Members and Friends

from Coast to Coast

Catholic Kolping Society
Los Angeles
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Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year
From the Editor 

and Staff
of the Kolping Banner
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To All Our Kolping Brothers and Sisters

May you have the spirit of Christmas 

which is peace
The gladness of Christmas 

which is hope
The heart of Christmas 

which is love
A Joyful Christmas Wish from the Brooklyn Kolping Family
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the Kolping Society of Piauí and of 
politics took part in this meet-

ing. The aim of this youth 
meeting was a revival of 
the youth work in the 
regional Kolping Society 

in view of the increasing 
challenges which youths are facing 

today, such as access to the labour 
market, the lack of public schools,  
urban violence, the loss of family val-
ues, drugs and the lack of self-esteem 
among youths. Within the scope of the 
state meeting, various successful mod-
els were presented how the Kolping 
Youth has been able in different places 
to solve social problems and to give the 
youths more self-confidence by over-
coming individualism and through the 
cooperation of the youths in groups. 
By forming groups, the Kolping Youth 
was also successful in getting invited 
for consultations by political parties 
and other structures in public life, to 
search for solutions to the problems of 
the youths. Furthermore, the Kolping 
Youth has also committed itself strong-
ly in the area of the youth pastoral care 
and has influenced and helped shape 
the cultural life in the villages. 

The state meeting ended with a litur-
gical service, during which the youths 
symbolically put their work in the 
hands of God and manifested their 
willingness to continue to be active in 
the world as Christians. 
Colombia 
Successful with entrepreneur’s seminars

In 2008, the Kolping Society of 
Colombia – in cooperation with the 
national organization SENA – prepared 
more than 420 people in entrepreneur’s 
seminars for establishing their own 
small businesses. The aim of these 
seminars is to discover existing entre-
preneurial capabilities and to develop 
them in order to create new jobs by 
means of establishing small businesses 
and thereby generate gainful employ-
ment for a larger number of people. In 
2008, 23 preliminary cooperatives as 
well as two cooperatives were founded 
as a result of these seminars. In total 
1,500 people are organized in these 
cooperative structures and thus directly 
involved in the economic activities. 

Along with the training measures, 
the allocation of loans serves the pro-
motion of economic activities of small 
businesses. The Kolping Society of 
Colombia was able to allocate such 
loans to 215 persons in 2008. 

Germany 
Yes to growing old

“Yes to growing old”, 
this was the motto 
of a forum for senior 
citizens hosted by the 
Kolping Society of Germany 
from August 21-23, 2009 in Bad 
Honnef. More than 130 participants 
from all levels of the Association took 
part in this meeting and thus made it 
clear that for them the activation of 
the older generation is an important  
issue. Together they came to the con-
clusion that the society in Germany 
keeps growing older. While at the  
beginning of the last century, the aver-
age age was 45 years for men and 48 
years for women, today it has grown 
to 78 and 83 years of age respectively, 
and the tendency is that it will continue 
to grow, as the age researcher Professor 
Ursula Lehr stressed. “We live in a 
society where people live longer” and 
this constitutes a challenge for all gen-
erations, for the problem of society 
is not the increase in the percentage 
of old people, but the decrease in the 
percentage of young people. Thus one 
third of the future old people do not 
have children, and half of them do not 
have grandchildren. Within the scope 
of the forum for senior citizens, discus-
sions were held in 11 study groups on 
how the cooperation of the generations 
can be strengthened within the Kolping 
Families and how the older members 
are able to play a role in the shaping of 
the Church and society under the motto 
“Active after 50”.

Germany  
Discover the needs of the time just like 
Fr. Kolping did

“Discover the needs of the time just 
like Fr. Kolping did”, with these words 
Bishop Dr. Karl-Heinz Wiesemann 
encouraged the participants of the 
Diocesan Day of the Diocesan Kolping 
Society of Speyer, to face the current 
challenges of the time. More than 600 
members had gathered for the conclud-
ing meeting of the Diocesan Day in 
Landstuhl, which had started already 
on August 21, 2009, with a youth tent 
camp and, on August 22, set the first 
stimuli with regard to content. In dif-
ferent study groups, the participants 
were dealing with the questions on 
the international solidarity, the prob-
lems of euthanasia and the prospects 
of the hospice movement, as well as 

with the question as to how Kolping 
Families are to commit themselves 
today. Sunday started with a High 
Mass which was followed by a trade 
fair at which the different facilities of 
the Association were able to present 
themselves. The Diocesan Day ended 
on Sunday afternoon with a podium 
discussion between personalities from 
the Church, society, and the Kolping 
Society on the theme of the Diocesan 
Day: “Returning to the Source of life 
– Words become deeds”.

Switzerland 
Whosoever shows courage, generates 
courage 

“Whosoever shows courage, gener-
ates courage”, this is the central theme 
of the Kolping Path of Contemplation 
which was inaugurated on Saturday 
August 23, 2009. More than 800 mem-
bers from Switzerland and neighbour-
ing National Kolping Societies had fol-
lowed the invitation and accompanied 
the Auxiliary Bishop H. G. Martin 
Gächter/Basel and General Praeses 
Msgr. Axel Werner as they blessed the 
individual Stations. The about 5 km (1.5 
hrs) long Path of Contemplation leads 
from the parish church in Hochdorf 
through a beautiful countryside to the 
Institute Church in Baldegg. On the 
way, there are nine stations with infor-
mation on Fr. Kolping and the Kolping 
Society, as well as words from the Bible 
to stimulate meditative reflections. In 
his sermon the General Praeses stressed 
that people are constantly searching for 
meaning and for places where they can 
find answers to their search for mean-
ing. The Path of Contemplation is to 
be such a place and it is about probing 
the life of Fr. Kolping as a guideline for 
one’s own future. 

Brazil 
Showing Faith through deeds

“Showing Faith through deeds” was 
the motto for the 7th state meeting of 
the Kolping Youth in Floriano in the 
State of Piauí, which took place from 
July 10 to 12, 2009. More than 60 
youth leaders from the various Kolping 
Families, but also representatives of 
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Dear Ted,
I have been informed only today about your transfer in the 

amount of 6,986.22 C that was raised by Kolping USA for the 
project at Tuxtla-Gutiérrez. I would like to take the opportunity 
to thank you and all the Kolping members in the United States for 
their great support. I do know that the amount of $10,280.00 US  
was the result of the Lenten Project 2009 and that many Kolping 
Families and Kolping members in the United States made a contri-
bution to this project.

The money has already been transferred to Mexico. After the 
realization of the project I will ask for a report and photos which 
could be published in the Kolping Banner.

Thank you again for you solidarity with the Kolping friends of 
Mexico.
Yours sincerely,
Hubert Tintelott,
General Secretary

Lenten Project Letter

Mexico 
Expertise on Economía Solidaria is 
being asked for 

In his Encyclical “Caritas in Veritate”, 
Pope Benedict XVI pointed to the spe-
cial importance of economies which are 
not predominantly characterized by the 
pursuit of profit, but rather by solidari-
ty. In various Latin American countries, 
a system of Economía Solidaria (soli-
darity-based economy) is being stimu-
lated and promoted with the support of 
the Catholic Church, which embraces 
these principles. The Kolping Society of 
Mexico has also joined this system and 
has by now gained a high reputation in 
this area. Thus the Managing Director, 
Rafael Jacobo, was invited to give a 
lecture in a committee of the national 
parliament reporting on the experienc-
es and successes of this system. During 
his appearance, Rafael Jacobo could 
not only point to the many Kolping 
members who have joined this system 
at the producer’s level, but was also 
able to report on the successful efforts 
in selling the products at trade fairs or 
in the shops of the different Kolping 
facilities. 
Paraguay 
Kolping educational facility receives 
award

The Vocational Training Centre 
of the Kolping Society of Paraguay 
in Fernando de la Mora received the  
Sapientiae award by the Organização 
das Américas para a Excelência 
Educativa (ODAEE) (Organization 
of the Americas for Excellence in 
Education). This award is bestowed 
by the organization located in Brazil 
to the 100 best educational facilities. 
In the Kolping Society’s Vocational 
Training Centre in the metropolitan 
area of Asunción alone, around 2,000 
students are trained per year, especially 
in metal-working occupations and in 
the field of car repair. At present, the 
necessary conditions are being created 
in the Vocational Training Centre to be 
able to also offer training in health care 
jobs in the future. More offers for voca-
tional training would then be available 
to women. 
Peru 
Kolping opens ways into the world of 
work 

Making a contribution to fighting 
poverty is a core motivation in the 
work of the Kolping Society of Peru. 
Occupational qualification of people is 
a means to achieving this goal. In 2008 

alone, the Kolping Vocational Training 
Centre in Tacna assisted more than 690 
young people in getting a recognized 
occupational qualification. The same 
number of people profited from the 
19 income-generating projects of the 
Kolping Society, i.e. the establishment 
of a fish farm, a rice mill, a tailor’s 
shop, and various similar projects. The 
growing successes and results in this 
specific project work also increased the 
attractiveness of the Kolping Society 
Peru. In the meantime, the Association 
has therefore grown to 80 Kolping 
Families with more than 1,300 mem-
bers. 
India 
Kolping Society supports the construc-
tion of more than 4,000 houses for 
families 

In 1993, the Kolping Society of India 
started its housing programme and 
in mid-2009 it was able to establish 
that during this time more than 4,000 
houses were built for Kolping members 
within the scope of this programme. 
For this housing programme, the mem-
bers have to prove that they have sav-
ings and own a plot of land before they 
get to enjoy the subsidies of the Kolping 
Society. Due to the Tsunami and other 
natural disasters, the time they needed 
to save the equity capital markedly 
increased in some regions, but by now 
all available means have been put into 

use. The housing programme extends 
to all 30 dioceses in South India, in 
which the Kolping Society is present. 
Father Victor Santiago, who is the initi-
ator of this housing programme, wrote 
in a report to the promoters of this 
programme: “I whish you could see the 
sparkling eyes of the people when they 
move into their new house. More than 
4,000 Families now received a house 
and therefore more than 20,000 people 
have a decent place to live”.
Vietnam 
Growth of the Association continues 

The growth of the Kolping Society 
continues, in spite of the difficult cli-
mate. On May 21, 2009, nine Kolping 
Families were founded and 224 mem-
bers admitted into the Association in 
the diocese of Hung Hoa during a High 
Mass. How much the establishment of 
these new Kolping Families – and there-
fore the development of the Kolping 
Society in the diocese – are supported 
by the diocesan administration, became 
evident by the fact that the Diocesan 
Bishop and sixteen priests took part 
in the celebrations. On the whole, the 
members of the Kolping Society of 
Vietnam are also affected to a high 
degree by the economic crisis which is 
also very noticeable in Vietnam, and 
the struggle for the economic basics of 
everyday life has a restrictive effect on 
the life of the Association as well. 
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NEW MEMBERS

Welcome to the Catholic 
Kolping Society of America!

Chicago 

Lori Baran 

Frank & Margaret Bappert 

Jim Carlson 

Charley Deyerler

Los Angeles 

Ray Weiner

New York

Thomas Brady

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Byrne

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Macaluso

Mr. & Mrs. Daniel McGill

We Wish You 
Christmas Peace 

and Joy, 
We Wish You a 

Happy and 
Healthy 2010!

Your 
Buffalo Kolping
Brothers & Sisters

Holiday 
Greetings

from the
Kolping Family

in
Rochester N.Y.


